
EREWASH IBC REOPENING TUESDAY 11TH AUGUST 
 

AND WE ARE DELIGHTED TO BE ABLE TO WECOME YOU BACK 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Good news, we are not in the same category as “Bowling Alleys” and the 30 people limit originally 

imposed has been lifted. We can therefore reopen as planned on Tuesday 11th August and will 

initially run the schedule shown above. Our Centre is a large and spacious building so if we all follow 

the guidelines this should be a safe place for you to play bowls and have a social drink in the lounge. 

The main things to remember are. 

1) Do not come if you are showing any Covid 19 symptoms, dry cough, high temperature, etc.  

2) Maintain 2-metre social distancing from people outside your bubble. 

3) Regularly wash or gel your hands.  

ONE-WAY SYSTEM:  We have laid down a basic one-way system which will allow you safe access to 

most parts of the building. However, the changing rooms are out of bounds and there will be limited 

access to the lockers. We are fortunate that our toilet blocks are a good size, but even so we will put 

a limit of 3 people in the toilets at any one time. At busy times it may be necessary to form a socially 

distancing queue in the passageway, with a one out – one in system.    

On arrival access the Centre via the main doors at the front of the building and leave by the back 

door into our private car-park. We appreciate this might involve too much walking for some of our 

members, so dispensation to leave via the front door will be given for anyone with mobility issues. If 

you do need to use the front door to exit the Centre please see a member of staff.  

The one-way system is not perfect and in some areas it’s not possible to lay-down a workable plan, 

so in these areas common sense will have to prevail. However, the plan for the rest of the building is 

as follows. From the lobby, access to the lounge is via the dining room and access to the rinks is 

down the ramp, keeping to the right. In the lounge you will see most of the tables & chairs have 

been removed so there is plenty of room to socially distance. If you wish to visit the bar please 

follow the one-way queuing system.  

Access to the rinks from the lounge will be down the steps at the end of rink 1 or rink 6. The steps by 

rink 3 are “up only” and are for accessing the lounge from the bowls arena. To access the toilets 

please go up the ramp under the office window, keeping to the right. Access to the back door is via 

the walkway between rinks 6 & 7. Please don’t enter the Centre via the back door & don’t use the 

walkway against the one-way flow. Hazard tape & one-way signs have been posted to help you 

move safely around the building.  

SOCIAL DISTANCING & SAFTEY: We are not intending to use all 9 rinks on start up and will leave 

rinks 3, 5 & 8 empty. This coupled with the fact we have very wide rinks will allow plenty of room for 

you to safely move about the bowls arena.      

You are asked not to shout while in the Centre as we are advised shouting projects airborne particles 

further than normal talking.    

 MORNING AFTERNOON EVENING 

TUESDAY 10.30 to 12.30 CLOSED 6.30 to 8.30 

WEDNESDAY 10.00 to 12.00 12.30 to 2.30 CLOSED 

THURSDAY 10.00 to 12.00 12.30 to 2.30 CLOSED 

FRIDAY 10.30 to 12.30 CLOSED 6.30 to 8.30 



Additional hand gel stations have been put up around the building & bottles of gel placed at the end 

of each rink. Please don’t take hand gel onto the green and make sure any excess gel is rubbed dry 

before stepping onto the green. A plan for the safe use of mats & jacks will be made available to you; 

it will also cover how to safely move about the rink and where to stand so as to stay 2 metres away 

from others. 

Face masks are not currently mandatory for playing indoor bowls, but the EIBA do recommend the 

use of some form of face covering. There is however no requirement for drinkers to use face 

coverings while in the lounge, but if you are intending to have a social drink before or after your 

game you need to book a table and stick to the 2 metre rule.   

BOOKING REQUIREMENTS: If you are planning on having a game of bowls, or to have a social drink 

you will need to book in advance. The normal 6 day booking rule will still apply and at the moment 

there will be a max of 6 people allowed per rink. A record of all bowlers, drinkers & visitors’ details 

will be kept to comply with the Track & Trace system. Visitor’s details will be kept for the required 

length of time & then destroyed, as per GDPR requirements.     

To help reduce overcrowding on days where we have back to back sessions you are requested not to 

arrive more that 15 minutes before the start of your game and depart within 15 minutes of the end 

of your game. The exception to this is if you have booked a table in the lounge for drinks before or 

after your game. We are starting with double sessions on Wednesdays & Thursdays, so on these 

days the morning session will start at 10.00am, finishing at 12.00 noon and the afternoon sessions 

will start at 12.30pm, finishing at 2.30pm. Hopefully if there is the demand we will be able introduce 

more sessions as we advance toward autumn.      

We now have a card terminal on the bar so if you wish you can pay contactless for your game and 

drinks on your debit card. To reduce the number of people having to come to the counter it would 

be helpful if just 1 member of your group could pay the bill, preferably by card, but if not then with 

cash, exact money if possible please. 

FINANCES:  The club has had to spend money to become Covid 19 compliant & yet we have had no 

income since March. The £25K small business grant received in April will see us through the summer, 

but I am sure it will come as no surprise to hear we are going to have to apply a modest increase to 

rink fees and as from 11th Aug it will now be £4.00 for a 2-hour session. There are however no plans 

to increase annual subs, which are just £40 for bowlers and £8.50 for social members. In addition to 

being able to pay on your debit card this year we are also hoping to be able to offer the facility to 

pay your subs by bank transfer. More details will be given when you receive you annual renewal 

letter, which for those with an email address will be sent out electronically later this month.  

THE FUTURE:  The points covered in this newsletter are just to get us up and running, we will be 

having regular reviews to see how things are working and will make changes as required. Our aim is 

to provide you a safe environment in which to play bowls & socialise.   

It looks like we are going to be able to run the majority of our winter leagues, but most won’t start 

until early Oct and at least initially all 4’s leagues will reduce to triples. We may also just run some 

league schedules up to Christmas; this would allow teams that have reluctantly had to withdraw to 

rejoin in the New Year. However, we can’t run any schedules at the moment as some teams have 

still not confirmed whether or not they are intending to carry on this winter. It’s also not too late to 

put in a new registration if there is anyone out there that fancies starting a new team, we have 

vacancies in all leagues.       

John Arnett, General Manager, Erewash IBC.  5th August 2020. 


